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Committee on Children
Room 011, Capitol Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Testimony before the Committee on Children
Michelle Caul, Manager of Health Education

Senate Bill Number 24: An Act Concerning the Governor's
Recommendations Regarding Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems
and Youth Smoking Prevention

Good Morning Senator Bartolomeo, Representative Urban and other
Members of the Committee on Children:

Thank you for the opportunity to address you today. My name is Michelle
Caul and I serve as the Manager of Health Education at the American Lung
Association (ALA) in Connecticut, The American’ Lung Association is a not-
for-profit public health organization dedicated to ﬁghtlng jung disease
through research, education and public policy.

The American Lung Association in Connecticut supports the restoration of
the cuts to the Tobacco and Health Trust Fund from last year and the
increase to the balance of the fund up to $12 million. wWe very much
appreciate the $12 million however, we recommend that this amount be
increased to $16 million which is half of the current Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention {CDC) best practice recormend ed amount for
Connecticut. Smoking costs Connecticut over $2.4 billion each year and
over 4,000 residents of the state die from smoking attributable deaths.
Connecticut receives more than $100 million each year from the Master
Tobacco Settlement Agreement. Investing more of that Money in
preventing smoking among kids and helping smokers q uit will improve the
health of our people and reduce future health care costs.

The American Lung Association in Connecticut opposes creating a whole
new section of law to apply some youth access and tob&cco sales
restrictions to “electronic nicotine delivery systems” as ‘defined. Creating a
separate classification for electronic cigarettes and the Iike has the
notential to undermine existing tobacco control laws an d policies. Instead,




we recommend including electronic cigarettes within the dei‘" nition of

tobacco products. According the CDC, the number of students In grades 6~
' 12 reporting have ever used an e-cigarette doubled from 3.3 percentto
- 6.8 percent from 2011 to 2012, We recognize and are concerned w;th the
‘ upward trend in youth use of e-cigareties,

Thank you for allowing us to share our testimony with you. We are happy
~ to work with the Committee on Children to amend the language of SB24.

- Thank you,

" Michelle Caul
Manager, Health Education
American Lung Association in Connacticut
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